
English 10
Room J208

Mr. Gammon
E-mail: dgammon@cpsk12.org

Mr. Presberry
E-mail: rpresberry@cpsk12.org

Parents and students should feel free to contact us by email or phone (by calling the school and going to our
extension mailbox) anytime.  We are available before and after school (if scheduled in advance) and during Mr.
Gammon’s conference period (3rd block on A and B days) and Mr. Presberry’s conference period (2nd Block A
and B days).

Course of Study:

This course will focus on developing your writing, reading, and oral language skills in a way that will allow you
to pursue a high-level college or career.

WRITING:
You will write several blended informational, narrative, and argumentative essays that you will draft through the
entire writing process.  We will also be using writing more informally to explore our thinking and respond to
readings from class. You will be developing your understanding of how the English language works and the
Modern Language Association (MLA) expectations on formal research and citation presentations.

READING:
You will read a variety of fiction originating from writers outside the United States and ranging from the very
old to the very recent.  You will also read non-fiction that will grow your understanding of other cultures and
countries outside the United States.

ORAL LANGUAGE:
You will practice and develop your oral language skills (speaking and discussion) through a variety of informal
and formal speaking activities.  Part of this development is daily.  Every day, you will be provided opportunities
to practice your discussion skills through whole-class, group, and partner discussions.  You will also participate
in Socratic Seminars, one-on-one interviews with us, group discussions, group presentations, and a presentation
to a small group.  The kind of skills you will be focusing on are voice volume, eye contact, posture,
professionalism with your peers, referencing past comments and evidence, development of a topic, and
preparing/using visual aids.  We understand that speaking in front of others might be scary for you, but you are
expected to participate in these activities.  Please see us privately about ways we can help support you as you
conquer this completely normal fear.

Classroom Expectations:
We expect you and ourselves to use professional language in this classroom. Please do not curse or speak
crudely towards us or any other student. Students that cannot meet this expectation will receive an office
referral.



Students are expected to bring the following materials to class everyday:  computer, writing utensil, paper, any
assigned homework or books, and a good attitude.

Also, bringing one or more boxes of tissues to donate to the classroom would be awesome!!!!  This is totally
voluntary, but you might be the one with the runny nose in the winter that would really like a tissue instead of a
sleeve.

Students are expected to be in their seat with their materials ready when the bell rings.

Small snacks and water are allowed in class as long as it doesn’t become a distraction to your peers or us.

We expect you and ourselves to follow the Battle C.H.A.R.G.E.

Late Work:  Any work that is not turned in during class on the day it is due will be considered late.
Assignments turned in late can still earn full credit. However, you must fill out a late work form in order to turn
in any late work.  Even if you are absent, you still have to fill out a late work form. Late work forms can be
found in the back of the classroom on the bulletin board. Please understand that oftentimes work that is turned
in late will get graded more slowly, so please be patient with us as we grade your work.

SPECIAL NOTE: Presentations cannot be late.

Redoing Assignments: You may redo an assignment or test as many times as you would like until you have
received the grade with which you are satisfied. If you choose to redo an assignment, please do so quickly after
it is returned to you since the material and skills will be the freshest in your mind at that time. Also, please make
us aware that you turned in a redo. This will help us grade it in a more timely manner.

Attendance and Participation:  In order to succeed in this class, you must be here with your materials and
participate.

Respect:  A productive learning environment is one in which everyone is allowed to take a risk and make
mistakes.  Taking a risk means adding a thought to the class discussion, asking a question, being creative and
excited about class projects/writings, etc.  The only way we learn is by stretching our minds into uncharted
territory and learning from the experience.  Remember, respect and lack of respect can be seen in both verbal
and nonverbal communication. Among other things, showing respect means: not talking while the teacher or a
student is speaking to the whole class, using appropriate language and tone of voice, giving your best effort on
class work, participating in small and large group discussions, following directions the first time, staying awake,
staying off your cell phone, etc.

Absent on Exam or Oral Presentation day:  If you are absent on the day of an exam or oral presentation, you
will need to schedule a time before school or after school to make up that exam or oral presentation.

Miscellaneous Writing: While you will write fully developed, crafted, and revised writings throughout the
year, you will also write informal reflective, analytical, and creative writings. Warning, as professionals and
mandated reporters, we are required to report anything you write that might suggest you are a danger to yourself
or others.


